In 1955, to celebrate the centenary of Leaves of Grass he exhibited 200 items from his collection at San Jose State College, with the co-sponsorship of Dr. Esther Shephard, author of Walt Whitman's Pose and professor at San Jose. He published two more articles on Whitman-'''Wood Odors'" in the Walt Whitman Review (March, 1962) and "Walt Whitman's 'Banner at Daybreak'" in the Huntington Library Quarterly (November, 1962) . In that year he responded to a notice in American Literature that "Florence B. Freedman was working on a biography of O'Connor." He immediately offered to send me all the material he had collected over the years, stating that he knew that he would never have the time to write the book he had planned so many years ago. Asking no recompense except the writing of a book on O'Connor, he provided me with a private research library! He also wrote to Katharine Stetson Chamberlin, O'Connor's step-grandniece, with whom he had exchanged letters in 1938. She, too, was interested in helping with a book on O'Connor, and invited him to come to Pasadena to copy the letters and reminiscences she had inherited from her step-mother Grace Channing, O'Connor's niece. Goodale made the 400-mile trip to Pasadena during weekends and vacations, copying very important materials by hand, since Mrs. Chamberlin did not want them to leave the house for photocopying. Mrs. Chamberlin and I began corresponding, and later I visited her and the Goodales in California. Mrs. Chamberlin once asked him, "Why are you doing all this for someone else's book?" He answered that "someone else's book" if it "was about O'Connor, was my book, or anyone's book, if it could be made complete and represent the true man in his time. O'Connor deserves this." In commenting about Charles Feinberg's offer to let me use his collection, Goodale wrote, "I wonder if the same enthusiasm for sharing materials exists in the other fields of American literature as it does in the Whitman-O'Connor part."
Generosity and enthusiasm were the hallmarks of Goodale's character and personality. Once he celebrated Whitman's birthday by sailing in his boat, the "SeaDrift," to a "secluded nook where the waves dashed green and splendid against the dark moss-covered rocks, and showered rainbows on the golden scene, while I read Walt's poems from my India-paper copy of Leaves of Grass."
David Goodale wrote that he wanted me to be sure to include in my book what Walt Whitman said when he was informed of O'Connor's death: "Our dear friend is buried & all has gone like tracks on the shore by sea waves washed away passing." But all was not gone, then or now. 
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